PROTESTS, RALLIES DEMONSTRATIONS
ADLAI STEVENSON TEXTILE WORKERS SPEECH

Padfica Radio Archives: OR otests, Rallies,
Demonstr ationsO
(Funded by The Ford Foundation)

Transcript of Adlai Stevenson® Speech to the Textile
WorkersQUnion. Theformer presidential candidate
campaigns for the Democratic Party and John Fitzgerald
Kennedy in the 1960national elections. This speech was
recorded on June 1, 1960in Chicago,lllinois.

Padfica Radio Archives Number BB137202

Program length: 00:33:30

We appreciate your comments, additions and corrections. Please addressthem to:
Brian DeShazor, Director, Padfica Radio Archives, 3729CahuengaBlvd., West,
North Hollywood, CA 91604. Phone: (800)7350230,email: pacarchive@aol.com.
Also contact Padfica Radio Archivesfor information regarding audio CDs.

Transcript

ADLAI STEVENSON® SPEECH TO THE TEXTILE WORKERSOUNION

Adlai Stevenson (AS)

SOUND UP

(RHYTHMIC POUNDING, APPLAUSE)

AS: Mr. BSeemslike old times here, doesn®it? Mr. Pollock, my old friend, Mr. Rieve,
distinguished guests and ddegates. |n very grateful to you, Mr. Pollock. 1@®n notonly
grateful to you for your introdudion, but1®n also, | must confess, relieved. After what
you said Monday abouteggheadsand meatheads (LAUGHTER), but| agree with your
condusons Indeed, | wrote this down this moming: Orheegghed is cracked. The
meathead is sacked. 1t@&time to get down to some matters of fact.O (POUNDING,
APPLAUSE) 1 think, uh,- | wasreminded when | came heretha | think oneof the

greatest compliments tha ever befell me was theman who said Bwhointrodued me asa
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practical idedlist, sort of ahardboiled egghead. This meeting, ladies and gentlemen, isan
oppotunity for me to express my appreciation to the Textile Workers Union who
suppoted the Democratic candidate when | was its candi Bthe Democratic Party when |
was it@ candidate and who have, by your endorsement yesterday, expressed your
continued suppot of liberal Democratic prindples. (APPLAUSE AND SHOUTYS) |
consde myself highly honaed to join my distinguished friend, Senator Douglas, Senaor
Pastore, Senaor Humphrey, and Senator Kennaly in talking with you aboutsome of the
problems tha we face in this county. Some of these problems, of course, are of very
gpecia significance to you as leaders of agreat |abor union. Thereis strongtemptationto
talk aboutsome of these things aboutthe nead, now put off by the President@® veto, to
meet the depressed areas problem; of theimportance to the whole econony of increasing
theminimumwagelevel, of thehuman demand for medical care for Sodal Security
bendficiaries, butthereis, 1@n sure youd agree, one issue which overshadows al others
andit is propealy discussed, not as political partisansor as leaders of labor, but as
Americanstaking counsl togeher. Whowe areisn®in theleast important when we
discuss the subject of peace. Youknow, there@® ajoketha has been going aroundin
Paris recently. [t@ avery short one It goes likethis; GDnoe uponatime, there was an
American diplomatEOQ (LAUGHTER) But |1Qn sorry to say there isn®very much to
smile aboutover theincredible events of thelast few weeks the culminaed in the
collapse of the Summit Conference andin Mr. Khrushchev® exhibition of temper. 113 of
that that | wanted to talk today. 1t@ enoughtha we Americansrealize thefull gravity,
theurgency of our situaion, so tha we may now proceed to look to thefuture. The

Summit was adefeat for the policies of both Eisenhower and Khrushchev. The Stalinist
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factionin the Soviet Union has been strengthened. Red Chinaand Russia have been
thrug closer together. World tendonshave been inareased. All those who hoped for
dzente who hope for progress throughpatient negotiation have suffered a serious
reverse, while the hotheads and the Cold warriors who don®want to ease thetensons
have ganed ground. And, findly, the effectiveness of the leadership of the present
Administration in Washington has been impared, if notdestroyed. In short, my friends
we have achieved mog the results that we wanted to avoid. Ingead of a safer world, we
are confronted by a seriousnew crisis. With our system of alliances weakened, with our
bases jeopadized, with our reputation for competence damaged, and the dange of
accidental war, as Dag Hammarskjold of the United Nationssaid last week, increased.
So | should like to suggest some of thethingswe should do and think aboutin order to
recover ourinitiative and to restore confidence in American leadership in thelongand
continuing struggle for peace and freedom, which is the destiny of this generation of
Americans Andthis, | think, isavery goodtimeto talk aboutouwr foreign affairs.
Because people are nowconcerned, concerned aboutthe significance of these dramatic
events of thelast few weeks. Despite theusud White House assurancesthat all iswell.
It seems to take something dramatic, like the U2 flight over the Soviet Union, to wake us
up. Suez and Hungay, when theworld ailmog blew up, was another moment of
awakening. And so was Sputik, and so was Kamoi and Matsu. But thistime | hopewe
stay awake because our troubles are mouning. Aswe know the (UNCLEAR) Chinese
are saying tha thisisnotimeto talk peace and relaxation. Thisisthetime to make hay.
Massive demondrationsagang our security treaty have rocked Japan. In Korea, theera

of (UNCLEAR) hasendal inviolence. At theother end of Asia, theelected leaders of
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Turkey arein jail after apopular uprising. To the hogile developmentsin Cubag we all
know about, and the memory of theanti-American riotsin Latin Americaand the Middle
East is till fresh. So | say to you, with all the sobriety that | can command, tha thisisa
very goodtime for asobe naiond discussion of our foreign affairs. Andwith anaiond
campagn coming up, | hopetha we can talk sengbly and that every criticism, tha every
proposl won®bring forth the senseless cries of GippeasementOand Goft on
Communism,Qall those ugly reminde's of therecent low pointin our naiond debate that
have suddenly re-appeared to deface our politics agan. (APPLAUSE) When the
Republican orators, with injured innoence, imply tha criticism of our behavior abroad is
somehow disoyd, perhgpsthey should bereminded of Senator Taft@ wordsin 1952 Ot
istherightand the duty,Ohe said, f the Republican Party, to point outthe mistakes and
the unbdievably bad judgnent of those who have conduded our foreign policy.O And
tha, my friends was duringwartime. Butwhen they are in power, the Republican
leaders seem to venerate Qhaiond unity,Oasthey call it. Andonly last week, Mr. Nixon
attacked Senator Symington, Senaor Kennedy, and myself for, as he putit, naking a
partisan issue out of the Summit Conference.O | can see why hewould like to hush up all
discussion of foreign policy. But has heforgotten his own past role as a critic? | don®
bdieve any member of the oppostiontoday will debase the naiond debate as hedid
during theKorean War, or when he charged President Truman with havinglog 600
million people to the Communists. Truenaiond unity will only come from courageous

self-scrutiny and the search for truth by Democrats and Republicansalike. (APPLAUSE)
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AS: | say, inthese dangeousmonths tha we mug direct our energies to postive rather
than negative purmposs. ThePresident hastold usto keep our chinsup, butwe mug do
more than tha. We mug keep our eyes open and we mug keep our brainsbusy. For |
say to you tha good intentionsare notenough Wha we shdl have to haveisagrand
strategy for peace. All rightthen, where do we gofrom here? Wha arethepriorities for
peace? Wedll, | say we mug assume tha the Administration will quickly untangle the
lines of authority and remedy the defects revealed by the Senae investigation of theU2
inddent. Butin tryingto defend our management of the affair, some responsble
Republican spokesmen seem to beimplyingthat it isimpossible to negotiate with the
Soviet leaders and tha to do so isin the nature of appeasement. This would compound
thedisaster, for we shdl have to talk and bargan with the Communist counties for many
yearsto come. | think this historic inddent does prove, however, tha successful
negotiation at the Summit isimpossible unless thearea of negotiationis clear onboth
sides and unless both sides are willing to give something. Summit negotiationsshould be
thelad, notthefirst, stage of internaiond communication. With thehdp of our Allies,
we mud repar the damage as soonas possible. We mug resume meaningful discussion
with theRussiansat lower levels over thewhole widerangeof world affairs. Soviet
readinessisreveaed, | think, by thegoodclimate in the Nudear Test-ban Conferencein
Geneva. Also, the United NationsSecurity Coundl is made-to-order for communications
between East and West. If the United Nationscould berevitalized as a center for quiet,
ordely diplomacy, withoutthe propagandaand theforendcs of thegreat power meetings

it would bea major achievement.
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AS:. Another lesson of the Summit experience is tha we should anticipate the clumsy
affect of our actionsin the Communist world; something we don®seem to do. By our
clumsy and provocative handling of theU2 inadent, we have probably strengthened the
hand of the Soviet militarists, andthat is notavictory for anybody. It isadefeat.
Because of our obsessive fear of the Soviet Union, we ignote the conflicts between
Russians and the greater threat from Red China But even if we Americansundestood
better thetrue state of world affairs, even if ourillusonsaboutforeign policy were
dispdled, even if we recognized our mistakes, even if fruitful negotiation was possible
again, it wouldn@ alter for many years. Thecondantly aggressive Communist political
activities, especially amongthe peoples of Asia, of Africa, of South America, whoare
seeking anew dignity in this moden world B So the questioniis, then, how dowe live
with the aggressive Communists in this revolutionary age, withoutgivingin to them or
destroying each other in anudear war? Wedonotdoit, | submit, jus by tryingto stop
or contain them. We doit by outproduang them. We do it by competing with them as
strenuowsly as we can on the economic and political front, and by demondrating with
action, rather than words tha our system has more to offer mankind than thars.

(APPLAUSE)

AS: Youknow, ingead of always worrying aboutwha Russiawill do next, let@
concentrate on wha we can do next and | have some suggestions First, we mug forgea
deterrent power and a limited war capability with our NATO Allies tha does notdepend
onthebudgé bureaucrats. There mug beno chance of Soviet miscalculation. We, the

United States, will never strike first, so we are at adisadvantagein thenudear rocket age
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and we dare nottempt them with our weakness. Our European Allies can make alarger
contribution than they have in the past to our military strength, untl that hgppy day when

aworkable disarmament agreement lifts theburden of fear and expense fromall of us

AS: Andsecond,we mug promptly take steps | think, to strengthen our Western
Alliance, notonly to repar theravages of the Summit, butto get onwith thejob of
building a stronge political and econonic community in the Free World and especially
in theNorth Atlantic area. (APPLAUSE) We can begin this process, too, by resisting
thetemptation to gloss over our blundes or to blame Mr. MacMillan for urging theill-
fated Summit meeting or to criticize Genera De Gaulle for podponingit, or for praising
Chancellor Adenaue for opposngit in thefirst place. Let usthen recognize anew the
fact of our economic, of our military, of our political interdependence. With the
resources, military, econonic, moral, of the great democracies united for common
purposes, thereislittle we cannotdo to advance peace and well being, but disunited there
islittle tha we can do. | have suggested than an Atlantic Counal could formulate joint
policies for sharing our respongbilities and bringing aboutthe genuine partnership in the
Atlantic Community which our successesin the past, notably the Marshdl Plan, make
feasible and the greatest chdlengetha we have ever faced, make necessary. With new
and bolder directives, new common policies for defense, for disarmament, for mondary
reserves, for tariffsand tradein alarger economic sphee, andfor aid to the
undedevelopeal areas. Thealternativeisto see the centrifugd forces, which are always
at work. Witness now the conflict between the Common Market and thefree-trade areain

Europe Thealternaive, | say, isto see these forces, which are always at work, pull us
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further apat and onethingis sure. We cannotdeal with a Communist chdlenge divided

andin disarray. (APPLAUSE)

AS:. Inthethird place, we mug organize amighty effort to hdp theless developeal
counties advance to self-sugaining growth. There is no more significant, no more
snister fact in theworld today than thedisparity in living standads between therich
countriesandthepoor. In America, theaverageannud incomeiswell over $2,000. For
nearly hdf theworld@ popuktion, it isless than $100. Therich, moreover, are getting
richer and thepoorpoorer. We mug providean aternaive to Communist methodsof
development in counties where literacy islow, where hunge is high, andthegap
between resources and popuktioniswidening. Thisisthegreat struggle of our century
andif theFree Way of life doesn®hep the poa, it will never save therich.

(APPLAUSE)

AS: Thechief aim of our programs in thisfield has, frankly, been to stop the
Communists, but recently anew and more hopdul attitudehas appeared. Mr.
MacMillan, General De Gaulle, and President Eisenhower have all taken notice of the
Western responsbility to hdp bridgethe gap between therich naionsandthebillion
souls or more in thelandsoutside the Communist block, which are unde-developed,
unmodenized, and lacking the capital they need for growth. Thisisatask beyondthe
capecity of any of usalone We shdl haveto coodinae all aspects of the effort with the
other more fortunae naions especialy those in the developing Atlantic community.

And, asin our common defense, thetime has certainly come for other countiesto
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paticipae and shoulder a share of thecommon burden of econormic development and
assistance. Asthe Communists know full well, these are the decisive areas of theworld,
but the problems of growth, the probems of povety would exist, even if Communism
had never been invented. Ther solution accordswith our American tradition, as| seeit,
thetradition of an expanding frontier, of work to be done of hurdles to beleaped, of new
markets to be opened; to complete therevolution of modernization, which began herein
thewest to spread new educationto all peoples, to offer hopefor hedlth and food and
shdter and elbowroomto al members of thegreat human family. These, my friends are
not negligible gods. They complete thevision of a Jeffersonand aLincoln. Thevision

of burdenslifted from every shoulder and alife of oppotunity for all mankind.

AS: Andfindly, inthefourth place, we mus make it plain tha peace and disarmament

are the paramountgods of our foreign pdicy. (APPLAUSE)

AS. Weknowthelethd nature of moden weapons We knowtha war can come to us
fromtwo directions It can cometo usby ddiberate attack or it can cometo usby
accident. Notlongago,only Russia and the United States had nudear weapons Now
four counties have them. Ten years from now, who knows? Theproliferation,the
spread of nudear capability multiplies thedange of war by accident, or by design.
Theefore, general and complete disarmament under internaiond control has become an

imperative for all of usand we should not hesitate to say so. (APPLAUSE)
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AS: (CROWD NOISE, SHOUT OUT) Youknow, it seemsto meironic tha the

Communists have so largdy succeeded in exploiting the cry for peace which is surely the
loudest and the clearest soundin thiswar weary, frightened world that | have traveled
aboutso much in recent years. They have been able to do so because we have for so long
putour emphasis on military containment. For years, it appesred tha we didn®want to
negotiate with the Russianseither to test thar intentionsor to call thar bluff.

Meanwhile, they, the Communists, stop nudear testing withoutwaiting for us They
twice reduced their army. They proposd total disarmament. Whatever ther motives,
cynical or sincere, they have condantly taken theinitiative. They have answvered thecry
for peace, while we have hesitated and then, findly, step by step, givenin. Too often our
uncertainty and our quibbling has left theimpression tha the United States islooking for
reasonsnotto reach an agreement. Thetroubleis, of course, tha the Administrationin
Washington is divided on disarmament, and the President has not resolved the conflicts
and established a clear policy, especially with regard to the pursuit of total disarmament
and the stopping of nudear testing. On both of these issues, the Russianstook the
initiative and theRussiansgot the credit. Mr. Khrushchev has stated his purpos plainly.
He says, Q et@ disarm and we will beat you at econonic development and pesceful co-
existence.O Well, | hopetha disarmament and econorric competitionis still the Russian
policy after the Summit collapse, for we in the United States are not afraid of economic
compdition, and we look forward to theday when we can putto better uses alargepat

of theforty billiondollars tha we now spend annwally for defense. (APPLAUSE)

10
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AS:. Great progress, great progress toward a nudear test-ban and a break in thearms
deadlock was madelast Fall untl theflight of theU2. That progress mug notbelod.
The United States, which has been the source of mog of therevolutionay conaepts of
human and political freedomshould bethetireless, thefearless leader in the cause of
freedomfromwar in this revolutionay century. To seizethat role, to pursueit with
passion should be our naiond policy. Our approach to disarmament indead has been,
Ores, butEO It oughtto be QVhy not?0 But whois doing the homework for peace. Who
isdrawing up theblueprints for disarmament? Who is studying theingpection and
detection systems for each category? Whois making plansfor the eventud re-conve'sion
of our econony to full-time, nonmilitary produdion? Whois studying the political, the
judicial, the psychological obgacles tha mug be overcome before peace can be
effectively enforced? We have had a series of improvised efforts and of temporary men
in charge | think thetime has come to putthis important busness on a pemanent and
professond basis. (APPLAUSE) | think we need a special agency unde the Secretary
of State charged with thegreat, complex and neglected task of peace and disarmament,
which will aso beasymbol of our determination to lead the world away from madness.
(APPLAUSE) AndI| would hopetha we could take theinitiativein thisfield in the
United Nationsalso. Why was total disarmament proposd last Fall by Khrushchev, and
not by the President of the United States? Why didn®we take thelead in the crusadeto
free mankind from the scourge of war? Ingead of reacting in confusonto Soviet
proposls, we should be sounding thehigh, clear call that billionsof peopledl over the

world want to hear.

11
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AS: Now, findly, my friends |Qe talked aboutthe lessonsof the Summit and this sorry
chapter in American diplomacy. |Qe tried to condenge the great objectives of American
policy, as| seeit. | have said tha, indead of conaentrating on thingswe cannothopeto
changein Russia, we should concentrate on thingswe can changein our Alliance andin

our own policy. (APPLAUSE)

AS: Andthereisonemore (I(n glad you agree, sir) that we can changeand it@ right
here at home. We can putfirst thingsfirst. As Senator Fulbrighthas said, it isfrequently
pointed out tha the United States out-produces the Soviet Union and thisistrue, butthe
use tha is made of tha produdive capecity is at least of equd impartance with thesize of
tha capacity and on this score there is noroomfor complacency. The Russiansdevote a
much larger propottion of thar resources to Defense, to eduction, to theother things
which really matter in the Cold War and which would bedecisivein ahotwar.
Continuing with wha hesaid, it won®do usany goodto outprodue themin TV setsif
they out-produce usin missiles. 1t won®do usany goodto train more advertising
copyrighters if they train more nudear physcists. It won®do any goodto train more tax
lawyersif they train more diplomats. If we put cement into swimming pools and they put
it into factories, who has improved his postion more? In making decisonsonthe
alocation of resources, the Russians have a consderable advantage over us because of
thedifference in the decision-making process in the two counties. Thereitiscentralized
inafew men. Here, initsbasic aspects, it involves al of the people. Yes, and herein the
United States, nota handful of commissars, but all of the people mug decide by our time-

honored method of the bdlot box, whether we have neglected our basic needsfor
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schooling, for research, for hedlth, for housng, for urban renewal and all other forms of
public service. Whether we want anew emphasisin the use of our resources; whether
freedommeansfull civil rightsfor all Americans whether freedommeans nothing more
than freedomto stagnae; to have no greater aim than anew car and another television
set. Today notrhetoric, but sobe fact, bidsusbdieve tha our present combination of
complacency and of apprehenson has within it the seedsof destruction, first of our own
community and then for thelarger hopethat freedom and nottyranny will bethe

organizing prindple of thesodety of men. (APPLAUSE)

AS:. Youknowthegreat periodsof American life have usudly been preceded by years of
guestioning and of soul-searching. | bdieve tha Americais great precisely when its
citizensquestionsthemselves and today, after these years of self-indugence of little ams
and of largefears, | bdieve anew eraof great decisonsis ahead of this county andtha
iswhy theonly kind of political campagn tha will make any sens at al intheyear 1960
isasobe discussion of ourforeignsituaions The American people mug know thefacts
to mobilize ther strength for the great contest, a contest in which Democracy andthe
processes of persuasion mug match theefficiency of central planning and of dictatorship.
To behonest with the people, to hdp them undestand and make up thar mindsisthe
sacred obligaion of bath political parties, (APPLAUSE) and | hopewith al thefervor |
can command that both political parties meet that obligation for our security, our system
of govanment, al tha we hold highest is at stake. Thank you very much for your

paience. (APPLAUSE, SHOUTS, WHISTLING)
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End of Adlai Stevenson@® Speech to the Textile Workers Union

NOTES:

1. Adla Stevenson (19001965 was the Democratic candidae for President in 1952
and 1956.He served as Governor of lllinais, after servicein FDRG New Deal.
He paticipated in the planning of the United Nationson behdf of the USA and
served asthe US Delegae to the UN.

2. For ahistory of the Textile Workers Union see Culture of Misfortune An

Interpretive History of Textile Unionism in the United States, by Clete Daniel.

3. William Pollock, General President of the TWUA.

4. Emil Rieve, theformer President of the TWUA.

5. Senaor Paul H. Douglas (18921976)(D., lllinois), A champion of Civil Rights.

6. Senaor JohnO. Pastore (19072000)(D., Rhodeldand), U.S. Senaor from 1950
1976;Governorfrom 1945195Q

7. Senaor Hubeat Horatio Humphrey (191%:1978) (D. Minnesota). U.S. Vice
President unde LyndonJohnson, two times Senator from Minnesota, 1968
Demoaratic Presidential Candidate.

8. Sendor JohnFitzgerald Kennaly (19171963, (D., Massachusetts) Thirty-Fifth
President of the United States, elected in 196Q Assassinaed in 1963.

9. Senaor Robat Alphon® Taft (18891953, (R., Ohio), Son of President William

Howard Taft.

14



PROTESTS, RALLIES DEMONSTRATIONS
ADLAI STEVENSON TEXTILE WORKERS SPEECH

10. Senaor William Stuart Symington (19011989, (D., Missouri) Senaor from

19531976.

11. Dag Hammarskjold, Swedish statesman and economst, Second Secretary Generd
of the United Nations(195319617). Poghunmoudy awarded Nobd Peace Prize in
1961.

12. U2 inddent refers to the US spy planeshot down over Russan onMay 1, 196Q
The Russians captured pilot Frands Gary Powers, effectively ending four years of
reconnassance flights, and havinga major effect on the US-Soviet Cold War
following Nudear Testban talks between Eisenhower and Khrushchev.

13. Konrad Adenauer, West Germany@first Chancellor

14.Genga Chales DeGaulle, attempted to prevent German invasion of France,
became head of French government after World War 1.

15.Harold Macmillan, British Prime Minister form 1957-1963,played a pivotal role
in thefalled Summit of 1960(impacted by the Gary Powers U2 inddent), butwas
ingrumental in the 1962Partial Testban Treaty. Britain® application to the EEC
was vetoed by Charles DeGaulle.

16. Search Q\dlai StevensonOin the Pacifica Radio Archives catalog for more audio

recordings www.pecificaradioarchives.org
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